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Great American Cleanup bags 20 tons of trash 

 
 (April 17, 2010)  Organizations and individuals scoured Troup County roadsides 

Saturday, trash bags in hand, to collect an estimated total of 20 tons of litter during the 

Great American Cleanup. 

 The cleanup was a great success with about 1,000 individuals taking part to pick 

up litter in Troup County, LaGrange, West Point and Hogansville, according to Doris 

Jefferson, executive president of Keep Troup Beautiful, which sponsors the annual event. 

 “Litter was collected along at least 75 miles of roadside,” said Jefferson. “And our 

numbers are not total because there are still groups working on cleanup projects.” 

 The total tonnage of retrieved litter includes tires collected during “tire amnesties” 

sponsored by Troup County Government and the City of LaGrange, which both allowed 

citizens to drop off tires, free of charge.  Electronics and tennis shoes were collected for 

recycling while clothing and food were brought in to donate to citizens in need. 

 In a spirited competition to see which government entity could pick up the most 

trash, Troup County Commissioners won the second annual Troup Trash Bash Challenge, 

collecting 1,042 bags of trash. All five commissioners participated in the Cleanup. 

“I appreciate that,” said Jefferson. “People see that these guys really care and are 

out there trying to make a difference themselves.” 

 “We’re a long way from being where we need to be,” said Commissioner Ken 

Smith who, with his wife, Velna, and son, Ken Jr., picked up 21 bags of trash on a one-

mile stretch along Bartley Road. “We really need the young people to start asking their 

parents why they throw trash out the window.” 

 



 
Troup County Commissioner Ken Smith picked up trash Saturday morning on Bartley Road as part of the Great American Cleanup. 

 

 Commissioner Richard English, who filled 12 bags with trash he collected near 

the Troup County Soccer Complex, encouraged children at closing festivities at the 

LaGrange-Troup County Chamber plaza to urge their parents not to throw litter out the 

windows of their automobiles. 

“We want to Keep Troup Beautiful so that next year we don’t have as much trash 

to pick up,” said English. 

 Pat Walker, a Troup County Correctional Institute employee and member of the 

County’s recycling program, Troup Recycles, encouraged students who ride the bus to 

school to ask fellow students to refrain from throwing trash out bus windows. 

“Our hope is for Troup County to grow into one of the most beautiful 

communities in the country,” Walker said. 

Students at Callaway High School did their part and won a High School 

Beautification Contest to prove it. Sponsored by Keep Troup Beautiful and WalMart, the 

contest called for students to spend 40 hours on a beautification project. Callaway High 

students’ winning project focused on sprucing up the entrance into their school, earning 

them $500 for their school to use for further beautification projects. 



 
Callaway High School students who clocked 40 hours in working to spruce up the entrance  

to their school won Keep Troup Beautiful’s High School Beautification Contest, earning their school  

$500 for future beautification projects. 

 

A total of 15 community groups participated in the Cleanup’s first Community 

Awareness Fair, providing information about their organization’s emphasis on 

environmentalism and conservation. Troup Recycles gave away koozies and T-shirts and 

treated children to a beanbag toss. The Troup County Sheriff’s Department was on-hand 

with McGruff, the police dog, greeting children. Also delighting children was the Brown 

Trasher, the Keep Georgia Beautiful anti-litter mascot, and a team of unicyclists from 

LaGrange High School. 

While the day of cleanup was considered a success, Keep Troup Beautiful 

Chairman Bob Wiggins urged attendees to continue their efforts. 

“Nothing will get your neighbor’s attention faster than you walking in front of 

their house to pick up trash by the roadway,” he said. “This is a one-day affair, but we 

hope to grow into a yearlong affair.” 

 

 


