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County, cities count down to Great American Cleanup
Who will win the Troup Trash Bash Challenge?

(April 15, 2009)  The Troup County Board of Commissioners and the cities of 

LaGrange, West Point and Hogansville have three days to prepare their teams for victory 

at the Troup County Trash Bash Challenge.  To win this battle, they’ll have to wade 

through piles of litter, pick through undergrowth to retrieve ant-infested fast food 

containers, and haul away multiple pounds of litter to produce tidy roadsides.

The four local governments will compete at Saturday’s annual Great American 

Cleanup, sponsored by Keep Troup Beautiful, to determine who can collect the most 

roadside trash.  The winner earns bragging rights for a year.  The losing mayor or 

commission chairman must take the other three elected officials and their wives out to 

dinner.

Registration on the day of the event begins at 9 a.m. at three locations: LaGrange 

and Troup County, Chamber of Commerce plaza; West Point, parking lot in front of 

Givorn’s grocery; and Hogansville, City Park. These locations also serve as collection 

sites for trash picked up Saturday morning.

The chairman and mayors, along with commissioners, council members, 

employees and residents, plan to pick up trash. All Great American Cleanup participants 

are asked to return to their area’s registration/collection site by 11:30 for snacks and 

sodas, door prizes and a tally of the trash collected, according to Keep Troup Beautiful 

Director Doris Jefferson, who said the Trash Bash winner would be named about noon.

“We’re thrilled to have our elected officials excited about this and we’re very 

pleased to have their cooperation and support,” said Jefferson.  “It is encouraging to the 



people who live here to know the commissioners and council members are interested in a 

clean and healthy community.”

“Throwing trash in a public place is not acceptable in Troup County,” said 

Commission Chairman Ricky Wolfe.  “We’re better than this.”

To pre-register for the Great American Cleanup, call Keep Troup Beautiful, 706-

884-9922, or pick up a registration form at their office at 251 S.L. White Boulevard, off 

Callaway Church Road.

Gloves and trash bags will be supplied and Burger King will provide meal 

coupons for the first 200 participants to register.  Prizes will be awarded to the teams 

picking up the most trash.

Participants are asked to bring used electronics and old tennis shoes, either 

collected during the pickup or from home, to the Chamber plaza for a special collection.

“The shoes will be given to Hollis Hand Elementary, a Leadership Group for the 

Great American Cleanup, and they will donate them to the Nike Corporation to recycle 

into tennis courts, walking tracks and basketball courts,” said Jefferson.

Wal-Mart’s “Green Truck” will be promoting environmentally-friendly programs 

and activities, including a learning lab for children, according to Jefferson. It will be 

parked in front of the Chamber plaza.

Keep Troup Beautiful encourages participants to bring the most unusual item they 

discover on pickup day to their city’s registration/collection site.  Tires collected during 

the Cleanup may be dropped off at the former fire headquarters station across from 

Westbrook. 


