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Richard English honored with state leadership award

(May 4, 2009)  Longtime Troup County Commissioner Richard English Jr. has received 

the Emory Greene Leadership Award, the highest honor bestowed by the Association County 

Commissioners of Georgia (ACCG).

English received the prestigious award April 28 at the ACCG annual meeting in 

Savannah. Since 1990, the leadership award has been presented annually to one elected county 

commissioner who best exemplifies outstanding public service within and beyond the borders of 

his county jurisdiction. English is the first from Troup County to receive the honor.

“Richard English has established a legacy of selfless service and consistently advocated 

for the rights of citizens in his district,” said ACCG 2nd Vice President and Oconee County 

Chairman Melvin Davis. “We thank him for the leadership, guidance and image he projects for 

county commissioners statewide.”

English was nominated for the honor by Troup Commission Chairman Ricky Wolfe who 

called his fellow commissioner “a man of courage, judgment, integrity and dedication who, 

beyond all measures, has exemplified these qualities throughout his 31 years as an elected official 

in Troup County. He is a humble man and a proven leader, and we are truly fortunate to have had 

his service for all these many years.”

English has represented the 5th District continuously since first elected in 1978. He 

currently is serving his fifth term as the Commission’s vice chairman.

In Troup County, English is credited with spearheading observance of the Martin Luther 

King Jr. holiday, creating an affirmative action program for Troup County employees, and 

providing leadership during critical negotiations with cities toward streamlining local service 

delivery. He is also acknowledged for deft negotiations with local cities on Special Purpose Local 

Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) funding, resulting in projects beneficial to citizens countywide.

“In my 30-plus years of knowing Richard, I’ve found him to be one of the most fair, 

positive-thinking individuals I’ve ever had the pleasure of knowing,” said Troup County Manager 

Mike Dobbs. “I admire Richard for his ability to work with the many different personalities of 

county commissioners that we’ve had over the past three decades.”



English serves on several boards, including the First Tee Youth Golf Program Board of 

Directors, Neighborhood Housing Service Board, and Two Rivers RC&D Board. He remains 

active as a member of the National Democratic Party and NAACP.  He is a past board member of 

the Troup County Parks and Recreation Commission, past chairman of the Troup County Health 

Department, and a member of the LaGrange-Troup County Chamber of Commerce.

Along with service to his local community, English is known throughout the state as a 

mentor to other county officials. O.D. Netter of Ben Hill County recalls meeting English shortly 

after Netter’s 1992 election to the Ben Hill County Commission.

“At that time Richard was president of the Association of Black Elected County 

Commissioners,” said Netter.  “He welcomed me in and helped me find my way. Richard has 

been a mentor, not only on the state level but also with the National Association of Counties 

(NACo) where he’s on the board of directors. I have great respect for Richard and have based 

much of my career on things I’ve learned from him.”

Richard English takes part in the recent Great American Cleanup.

English’s most prominent character trait, his colleague said, is a capacity for caring.

“He cares about people,” said Netter. “Richard is the type person that if he ran into 

WalMart for five minutes and you saw him, he might stay for two hours because he’s never in a 

rush when he’s talking with you. He has a slow and easy demeanor.”



In addition, he’s “never heard Richard say anything negative about anyone regarding 

their race or whether they’re Republican or Democrat,” said Netter. “And even after 31 years, he 

is still helping the newer commissioners all across the state.”

English is a graduate of ACCG’s Certified Commissioners Training Program and has 

been actively involved in the Revenue and Finance Policy Committee. At the ACCG meeting, he 

was reelected to the NACo board in Washington, D.C., making him an ex officio member of the 

ACCG Board of Managers.

“Of more than 800 county officials in Georgia, Richard English is one of the five or so 

who have served the longest,” said Ross King, ACCG deputy director. “Certainly his years of 

service and the breadth of his national and state involvement in county government were key 

reasons why the awards committee bestowed this award on him.”

Taylor County Commissioner Patty James is president of the ACCG Black Caucus of 

which English was a founder and president for more than 20 years.

“When I think of Mr. English, I think of the words of Dr. King when he talks about how 

all you need to serve is a heart full of grace and a soul generated by love,” said James. “Richard 

English is a true servant of the people. I learn a lot from his very gentle spirit, great character and 

integrity. Mr. English has been able to get a lot done with that gentle spirit.”

English said the key to his success has been to treat people fairly.

“If you treat everybody fair, look out for them and be kind and nice to them, things work 

out,” he said. “That’s the way I look at life.”

When constituents call him with county concerns, English hears them out.

“When people call, I listen and don’t interrupt and at the end of the conversation, they 

thank me for listening,” he said. “I don’t make promises; I say, ‘Let me check on it and see.’”

When accepting the award, English thanked his “wife of 47 years, as well as the Troup 

County Board of Commissioners and the county’s exceptional staff.”

The Emory Greene Leadership Award is named in honor of the late Bibb County 

chairman and ACCG president. Recognized as an outstanding leader in his home county and 

throughout Georgia, Greene continuously sought ways to improve county government.

This week, May 3-9, is National County Government Week. The theme is “Greening Our 

Future.”

Sidebar
Wolfe reflects on Richard English commission career

In nominating fellow Troup County Commissioner Richard English for the Emory 
Greene Leadership Award, Commission Chairman Ricky Wolfe shared the following essay with 
the Association County Commissioners of Georgia Awards Committee:



Richard English is a well-respected member of the Troup County community. He was 
first elected to the Troup County Board of Commissioners in 1978. The only African-American 
to serve on this board, he has now served for 31 consecutive years. A true patriot and champion 
of the poor and underprivileged, he has dedicated his life to serving this community.

Richard English is a U.S. Army veteran, having served during the Vietnam Era, and is 
now an independent contractor working to repair and restore homes. Over the length of his career, 
he has been very active in the community and has served on numerous boards. His dedication to 
community service and especially to Community Action for Improvement (CAFI) led them to 
name their new administrative facility in his honor in August 2001.

Mr. English not only serves on these boards but participates in their efforts to help those 
in need. For instance, he helps bag groceries for the elderly with the USDA Surplus Commodities 
Program each year and helps to repair homes through the Weatherization Program. He has 
contributed funds out-of-pocket to pay utility bills and buy groceries for those in need when there 
was no funding available.

Richard English is known throughout the community for his honesty and steadfast 
commitment to his constituents and has been the recipient of countless awards and recognition for 
his dedication. On June 3, 2001, he was recognized in the Congressional Registry for his 
outstanding and invaluable contributions to Georgia and the Untied States of America.

He is a prized son to his elderly mother Rocelle and late father Richard English Sr.; a 
loving husband to his wife of 47 years, Cheris; a model father to their only child, Leslie; and a 
doting grandfather to her three sons.

Richard English is a forthright person who takes life by the horns and makes it happen. 
His legacy is one of selfless service and a dedication to the community that is unequalled.


