
MINUTES 
 

Troup County Board of Commissioners 
 

December 15, 2009 
  

Troup County Government Center Building 
 

Troup County Board of Commissioners Chairman Richard Wolfe called the 

meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Board Members Present:   News Media Present: 
 
Richard Wolfe, Chairman   Joel Martin, LaGrange Daily News 
Richard English, Vice-Chairman     Judy Murphy, Troup County News   
Ken Smith, Commissioner    Matthew Strother, Valley News 
Morris Jones, Commissioner  David Woody, TV 33  
Buck Davis, Commissioner  
                              
Staff Present: 
 
Mike Dobbs, County Manager 
Tod Tentler, Assistant County Manager/ Parks & Recreation Director 
Stewart Mills, Finance Officer / County Clerk 
Jerry Willis, County Attorney 
Andy Harper, Building & Zoning Technician 
James Emery, County Engineer 
Cheryl May, Accounting Clerk 
Scott Turk, Zoning Administrator 
Valerie West, Executive Assistant to Board of Commissioners 
 
Others Present: 
 
Isabelle Knight, Proclamation Recipient 
Connie Stothard, Surveyor 
Ellen Gilmore, Concerned Citizens 
Nancy Green, Concerned Citizen 
David Dyer, Consultant  
Jennifer Blackburn, Attorney  
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Mitchell, Rezoning Applicants 
Melissa Phillips, Rezoning Applicant 
Carol Brown, Rezoning Applicant 
Barbara Hembree, Manufactured Home Placement Applicant 
Justin Pannell, Manufactured Home Placement Applicant 
Kaye Minchew, Troup County Archives Director    
Chris East, Waugh Subdivision Resident 
Sandra East, Waugh Subdivision Resident 
Hollis Bowen, Waugh Subdivision Resident 
Billy East, Waugh Subdivision Resident 
Sam Crain, Concerned Citizen 
Bobby Wilkin, Concerned Citizen  
Gaylene Hendrix, Waugh Subdivision Resident 
Stephanie Bagley, Waugh Subdivision Resident 
 
OPENING: 
 
Chairman Richard Wolfe welcomed all in attendance.   

Invocation – Reverend Michael Reeves – Teaver Road Baptist Church: 
 



Reverend Michael Reeves of Teaver Road Baptist Church was recognized by 

Chairman Wolfe and asked to pronounce the invocation. 

Pledge of Allegiance: 
 
Commissioner Davis led those present in reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the United States of America. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA / MINUTES: 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
 
Commissioner English made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

Commissioner Jones seconded.  Unanimous. 

Approval of Minutes:  
 
Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 

1, 2009 regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners.  Commissioner 

Smith seconded.  Unanimous.  

PEOPLE TO ADDRESS THE BOARD: 
 
- None. 
 
SPECIAL BUSINESS: 
 
Proclamation for Isabelle Knight: 
 
Chairman Wolfe presented the proclamation to Ms. Isabelle Knight who 

graciously dedicated her time to create a project to honor “the 

greatest generation of men and women who served the United States in 

World War II”. This project was named the “Troup County in World War II 

Exhibit” and recognized contributions of soldiers who were either from 

Troup County or lived in the area after the war or whose families live 

here now.   

Consideration of Callaway Stadium Phase II Bid: 

Assistant County Manager Tod Tentler announced results of the bids for 

Phase II of the Callaway Stadium renovation program.  Ten firms bid on 

Phase II, four of which were local firms. Bids ranged from the lowest 

of $2.104M from Langford Construction to the highest of $2.697M from 

Torrance Construction.  Mr. Tentler recommended the board award the 

Phase II Callaway Stadium renovation project to Langford Construction 

with a bid of $2.104M.  Commissioner Jones made a motion to award the 



Phase II Callaway renovation project to Langford Construction with a 

bid of $2.104M. Commissioner Smith seconded. Unanimous. 

Consideration of Various Board Appointments: 
 
County Manager Mike Dobbs requested this agenda item be deferred until 

after Executive Session.   

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

Commissioner English made a motion to go into public hearings. 

Commissioner Smith seconded.  Unanimous.  Chairman Wolfe announced that 

during the public hearings, comments from those in attendance were 

welcomed.   

OTHER: 
 
2nd Reading – Continued form 12/1/09 – Board of Commissioners Vote 
Necessary  
 
Consideration of Text Amendments to Zoning Ordinance Related to 
Wireless Communications 
 
Zoning Administrator Scott Turk summarized the text amendments to the 

zoning ordinance related to wireless communications.  He indicated that 

various wireless industry concerns regarding the provisions had been 

ironed out through involvement of staff and the county’s consultant.  

He therefore had a final document to present that was ready for 

adoption.  Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would like to speak in favor 

of or against the proposed text amendments.  Ms. Jennifer Blackburn, 

attorney representing Verizon Wireless, thanked the commissioners and 

staff for being sensitive to the needs of the wireless industry and 

taking them into account when crafting the text amendments to the 

zoning ordinance relating to wireless communications.  There were no 

others who commented on the matter.  Commissioner Davis made a motion 

to adopt the text amendments to the zoning ordinance related to 

wireless communications.  Commissioner English seconded.  Unanimous.   

REZONING: 
 
Zoning Administrator Scott Turk reminded the commissioners of the six 

standards for evaluating rezoning applications. 

1st Hearing - No Vote Necessary 



Dennis Mitchell - Single Family Medium Density to General Commercial 
2 Acre Parcel located at 147 Buck Smith Road, Hogansville 
 
Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the application by Mr. Dennis 

Mitchell to rezone a 2 acre parcel located at 147 Buck Smith Road, 

Hogansville from Single Family Medium Density to General Commercial. 

Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of or 

against the rezoning application. Rezoning applicant, Mr. Dennis 

Mitchell, spoke in favor and stated he has a small cabinet shop he 

operates at his residence with 4 employees. No one spoke against the 

rezoning application. Since this was the first hearing on the matter, 

no action by the board was required at that time.  

1st Hearing - No Vote Necessary 
 
Johnny & Carol Brown - General Commercial to Agricultural 
3.25 Acres located at 430 Johnson Road, Hogansville 
 
Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the application by Johnny & 

Carol Brown to rezone 3.25 acres located at 430 Johnson Road, 

Hogansville from General Commercial to Agricultural. Chairman Wolfe 

asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of or against the rezoning 

application. Rezoning applicant, Ms. Carol Brown commented their 

barbecue business was no longer operating on the property. Therefore, 

she and her husband would like to rezone the property to agricultural. 

No one spoke against the rezoning request. Since this was the first 

hearing on the matter, no action by the board was required at that 

time.  

1st Hearing - No Vote Necessary 
 
Melissa Phillips (for Eric Brandon Swanson)- Agricultural to 
Agricultural Residential  
2 Acre parcel and 3.96 acre parcel located at 740 Floyd Road 

Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the application by Ms. 

Melissa Phillips (for Eric Swanson) for 2 acre parcel and 3.96 acre 

parcel located at 740 Floyd Road to rezone from Agricultural to 

Agricultural Residential. Board of Zoning Appeals Planning Commission 

(BOZAPC) recommended approval and the staff recommended disapproval. 

Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of or 



against the rezoning application.  Rezoning applicant, Ms. Melissa 

Phillips spoke in favor indicating she desired to rezone to allow for 

recombination and reconfiguration with adjacent properties for building 

a new home. No one spoke in opposition to the matter. Since this was 

the first hearing, no action by the board was required. 

Subdivisions: 
 
- None. 
  
OTHER: 

Manufactured Home Placement: 

1st Hearing - No Vote Necessary 
 
Applicant- Barbara Hembree 
Location: Hines Road 
 
Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the application by Ms. 

Barbara Hembree of Hines Road for placement of a manufactured home. The 

manufactured home will be moved from Willie Hodnett Road to Hines Road 

if approved. This home does not meet current manufactured home 

requirements. Mr. Turk commented the Troup County ordinance does not 

allow movement of homes more than 10 years old. Board of Zoning Appeals 

Planning Commission (BOZAPC) recommended approval. Chairman Wolfe asked 

if there was anyone who would like to speak for or against placement of 

the manufactured home. No one responded. Since this was the first 

hearing on the matter, no action by the board was required.   

1stt Hearing - No Vote Necessary 
 
Applicant- Justin Pannell 
Location: Robertson Road 
 
Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the application by Mr. Justin 

Pannell of Robertson Road for placement of a manufactured home. Board 

of Zoning Appeals Planning Commission (BOZAPC) recommended approval. 

Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would like to speak for or against 

placement of manufactured home. The applicant, Mr. Pannell spoke in 

favor of the request. No one spoke out against the matter. Since this 

was the first hearing on the matter, no action by the board was 

required.    



COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
- None. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
County Manager Mike Dobbs announced a petition has been received signed 

by 60 residents of Waugh Subdivision. These residents indicate they are 

being harassed by two men who live in separate homes in the 

subdivision. Ms. Judy Murphy, Troup County News, commented one of the 

men made 238 calls to E-911 in the past two-years and the other has 

made 48 calls during that time. Mr. Ray Allen and Mr. Dalton Hammock 

expressed their concerns and on behalf of other residents from Waugh 

Subdivision.  County Manager Mike Dobbs indicated he would call a 

meeting for all interested parties to attend to resolve this matter. 

Commissioner English made a motion to exit public hearings and go back 

into regular meeting.  Commissioner Davis seconded.  Unanimous.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PERSONNEL MATTER: 

Commissioner Davis made a motion to go into Executive Session to 

discuss personnel matter.  Commissioner English seconded.  Unanimous. 

MEETING REOPENED: 

Following Executive Session, Commissioner Smith made a motion to 

reconvene in regular public meeting.  Commissioner Jones seconded.  

Unanimous.  Chairman Wolfe announced that during Executive Session the 

commissioners discussed a personnel matter, specifically 

appointments/reappointments to various boards and committees.  

Executive Assistant Valerie West read the proposed slate of candidates.  

Appeals Board/ Subdivision & Road Specifications: 

Incumbents Mr. Charles Knight and Mr. Tommy Baker (Alternate) current 

terms expire 12/31/09 and wish to be reappointed. The consensus of the 

commissioners was to re-appoint Mr. Knight and Mr. Baker to two-year 

terms expiring 12/31/2011. 

Board of Assessors: 



Incumbent Ms. Ann Petry’s six-year term expires 12/31/09. The consensus 

of the commissioners was to re-appoint Ms. Petry to a six-year term 

expiring 12/31/2015. 

Board of Health: 

Incumbent Mr. Carl Von Epps’ six-year term expires 12/31/09. The 

consensus of the commissioners was to re-appoint Mr. Epps to a six-year 

term expiring 12/31/2015.  

Building Board of Adjustments & Appeals: 

Incumbents Mr. Wayne Bartley, Mr. Rick Torrance and Mr. Ashley Maddox 

have current terms expiring 12/31/09. The consensus of the 

commissioners was to re-appoint Mr. Bartley, Mr. Torrance, and Mr. 

Maddox to two-year terms expiring 12/31/2011.  

County Historian Board: 

Incumbent Mr. Clark Johnson’s term expires 12/31/09. The consensus of 

the commissioners was to reappoint Mr. Johnson to a three-year term 

expiring 12/31/2012.  

Troup County Library Board: 

The terms of incumbents Mr. Jim Thornton and Ms. Carol Todd expire 

12/31/09. The consensus of the commissioners was to reappoint Mr. 

Thornton and Ms. Todd to three-year terms expiring 12/31/2012. Ms. Kay 

Durand was appointed to fill a three-year term expiring 12/31/2012.  

Safety & Health Committee: 

The terms of incumbents Mr. Lonza Edmondson and Mr. Byron Hadley expire 

12/31/09. The consensus of the commissioners was to appoint Ms. 

Patricia Walker and Mr. Chad Mann to one-year terms expiring 12/31/10.  

Troup County Parks & Recreation Commission: 

The term of incumbent Mr. Morris Jones expires 12/31/09. The consensus 

of the commissioners was to reappoint Mr. Jones to a three-year term 

expiring 12/31/2012. 

Troup County Transportation Committee: 

Incumbents Mr. Richard Wolfe and Mr. O.W. McGowan have two-year terms 

that expire 12/31/09. The consensus of the commissioners was to 



reappoint Mr. Wolfe and Mr. McGowan to two-year terms expiring 

12/31/2011. 

Troup County Water Review Board: 

The terms of incumbents Mr. Ellis Cadenhead, Ms. Nancy Green and Mr. 

Richard Woods expire 12/31/09. The consensus of the commissioners was 

to reappoint Mr. Cadenhead, Ms. Green and Mr. Woods to two-year terms 

expiring 12/31/2011. 

Troup County Board of Zoning Appeals & Planning Commission (BOZAPC): 

Ms. Nancy Green was nominated to fill the place of incumbent Mr. Dudley 

Gunter whose term expired 12/31/09. The consensus of the commissioners 

was to appoint Ms. Green to a two-year term expiring 12/31/2011. 

The two-year appointments of Mr. Sandy Winslow and Mr. Robert Knight 

expire 12/31/09.  The consensus of the commissioners was to reappoint 

Ms. Winslow and Mr. Knight to two-year terms expiring 12/31/2011.  

Recreation Endowment Fund Board of Trustees: 

Incumbent Mr. A.R. Ransom’s term expires 12/31/09 and he wishes to be 

reappointed.  The consensus of the commissioners was to reappoint Mr. 

Ransom to a three-year term expiring 12/31/2012. 

Commissioner Jones made a motion to approve the entire slate of 

candidates outlined above. Commissioner Smith seconded. Unanimous. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Jones made a 

motion to adjourn.  Commissioner English seconded.  Unanimous. 

 
 
 
 
Richard Wolfe, Chairman 
 
 
Attest: 
 Stewart P. Mills, Clerk 


