
MINUTES 
 

Troup County Board of Commissioners 
 

December 1, 2009 
 

Troup County Government Center 
 

Troup County Board of Commissioners Chairman Richard Wolfe called the 

meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Board Members Present:   News Media Present: 
 
Richard Wolfe, Chairman        Matthew Strother, Valley News 
Richard English, Vice-Chairman     Judy Murphy, Troup County News 
Morris Jones, Commissioner         Joel Martin, LaGrange Daily News 
Ken Smith, Commissioner         Annie McCallum, Columbus Ledger &  
Buck Davis, Commissioner    Inquirer 
                                
Staff Present: 
 
Mike Dobbs, County Manager 
Mark DeGennaro, County Attorney 
Tod Tentler, Parks & Rec Director, Assistant County Manager 
Stewart Mills, Finance Officer / County Clerk 
Cheryl May, Accounting Clerk 
James Emery, County Engineer 
Valerie West, Executive Assistant  
Suzy Noles, E-911 Director   
Lavelle Barnes, Human Resources Director 
Harold Edmondson, Building & Inspection Director 
 
Others Present: 
 
Manmeet Singh Chopra, Malt Beverage License Applicant 
 
OPENING: 
 
All in attendance were welcomed by Chairman Richard Wolfe.   

Invocation – Reverend J.R. Ware of Welcome Baptist Church: 
 
Chairman Wolfe recognized Reverend J.R. Ware of Welcome Baptist Church 

who pronounced the invocation. 

Pledge of Allegiance: 
 
Commissioner Davis led those present in reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the United States of America. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA / MINUTES: 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
 
Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

Commissioner Jones seconded.  Unanimous. 

Approval of Minutes:  
 



Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 

17, 2009 regular meeting.  Commissioner English seconded.  Unanimous. 

PEOPLE TO ADDRESS THE BOARD: 
 
- None. 
 
SPECIAL BUSINESS: 
 
Consideration of Amendments to Human Resources Policies & Procedures: 
 
Human Resources Director Lavelle Barnes presented the amendments to the 

Human Resources Policies & Procedures Handbook for Troup County 

employees. The amendments include changes in policies and procedures 

relating to substance abuse, EEO discrimination and disciplinary 

actions. Commissioner English made a motion to adopt the amendments to 

the Human Resources Policies & Procedures Handbook. Commissioner Smith 

seconded. Unanimous.  

Consideration of Lifting Moratorium on Hiring Freeze for Replacement of 
Nutrition Supervisor at Troup County Senior Center: 
 
Assistant County Manager Tod Tentler requested a moratorium temporarily 

lifting the hiring freeze to allow filling the Senior Center Nutrition 

Supervisor position.  The current Nutrition Supervisor is retiring in 

January 2010.  Mr. Tentler stated this request to lift the hiring 

freeze would only apply to this position.  All other vacant positions 

in county government will remain under the hiring freeze.  Commissioner 

Smith made a motion to temporarily lift the hiring freeze to allow 

hiring a replacement for the Nutrition Supervisor.  Commissioner Jones 

seconded.  Unanimous.       

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
Commissioner Jones made motion to go out of regular meeting and into 

public hearings. Commissioner Davis seconded. Unanimous. 

REZONING: 

- None. 

Subdivisions: 
 
- None. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
- None. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT:  
 
- None. 
 
OTHER: 
 
2nd Reading - Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary 



 
Consideration of Text Amendments to Zoning Ordinance Related to 
Wireless Communications: 
 
County Manager Mike Dobbs requested this matter to be continued until 

he meets with the County’s consultant, Mr. David Dyer and Verizon 

Wireless’ attorney, Ms. Jennifer Blackburn on Monday, December 7th. Mr. 

Dobbs stated there are three outstanding issues that need to be 

addressed. Commissioner Davis made a motion to continue the matter 

until the next board work session. Commissioner English seconded.  

Unanimous.  

1st Reading - Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary 
 
Consideration of Amending Existing Resolution to Change to a Phase II 
Service of Wireless-Enhanced E-911: 
 
Ms. Suzy Noles, E-911 Director, outlined the Phase II Service (GIS 

mapping technology) upgrade that will be implemented in the new E-911 

Emergency Communications Center.  This technology will allow E-911 

telephone operators to pinpoint the location of cell phone callers so 

required emergency services can be dispatched to the right place in 

minimum time.  By implementing the Phase II Service program, the 

monthly charge that cell phone subscribers are charged for E-911 

service will go from $1.00 to $1.50. The extra 50 cents will increase 

the county’s cell phone revenues from the current amount of $450K to an 

estimated amount of $675K. The effective date of the increased wireless 

charge will be April 1, 2010. Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would like 

to speak in favor of or against the amending resolution. No one 

responded. Commissioner Smith made a motion to amend the existing 

resolution to upgrade to Phase II Service of wireless-enhanced E-911. 

Commissioner English seconded. Unanimous.      

1st Reading - Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary 
 
Consideration of Amendment to the Troup County Ordinances with 
Necessary Changes to Allow for the Holding of Special Events in 
Unincorporated Troup County: 
 
Assistant County Manager Tod Tentler presented the amendment with 

necessary changes to allow for special events in unincorporated Troup 

County such as rodeos, carnivals, fairs, concerts and fireworks shows 

that require a permit and may need fire, police, ambulance and other 

public services. Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would like to speak in 

favor of or in opposition to the proposed changes. No one responded. 

Attorney Mark DeGennaro stated that two separate motions need to be 

made for adoption. Commissioner Smith made a motion to adopt provisions 

in the County Code for the holding and regulating of special events in 

unincorporated Troup County.  Commissioner English seconded. Unanimous. 



Commissioner Jones then made a motion to adopt related amendments to 

Chapter 66 of the County Code. Commissioner Smith seconded. Unanimous.  

1st Reading- Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary 

Willowood Grocery - Application to Sell Malt Beverages  
Location: 547 Willowood Road, LaGrange 
Applicant: Manmeet Singh Chopra 
 
County Manager Mike Dobbs presented the application of Mr. Manmeet 

Singh Chopra of Willowood Grocery, 547 Willowood Road, LaGrange to sell 

malt beverages. The application has been reviewed and signed by Sheriff 

Donny Turner certifying a GCIC background check has been completed with 

no unfavorable findings. Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would like to 

speak in favor of or in opposition to the application. No one 

responded. Commissioner English made a motion to approve Mr. Chopra’s 

application to sell malt beverages. Commissioner Jones seconded. 

Unanimous.   

Commissioner Davis made a motion to exit public hearings and go back 

into regular meeting.  Commissioner English seconded.  Unanimous.  

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Smith made a 

motion to adjourn.  Commissioner English seconded.  Unanimous. 

  
 
 
 
Richard Wolfe, Chairman 
 
 
Attest: 
 Stewart P. Mills, Clerk 


	PUBLIC HEARINGS:

