
MINUTES 
 

Troup County Board of Commissioners 
 

November 17, 2009 
 

Troup County Government Center 
 

Troup County Board of Commissioners Chairman Richard Wolfe called the 

meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Board Members Present:   News Media Present: 
 
Richard Wolfe, Chairman        Matthew Strother, Valley News 
Richard English, Vice-Chairman     Judy Murphy, Troup County News 
Morris Jones, Commissioner         Joel Martin, LaGrange Daily News 
Ken Smith, Commissioner         Annie McCallum, Columbus Ledger &  
Buck Davis, Commissioner    Inquirer 
                                
Staff Present: 
 
Mike Dobbs, County Manager 
Jerry Willis, County Attorney 
Tod Tentler, Parks & Rec Director, Assistant County Manager 
Stewart Mills, Finance Officer / County Clerk 
Scott Turk, Zoning Administrator 
Cheryl May, Accounting Clerk 
James Emery, County Engineer 
Valerie West, Executive Assistant  
Lavelle Barnes, Human Resources Director 
 
Others Present: 
 
Ellen Gilmore, Concerned Citizen 
Gloria Livingstone, Concerned Citizen 
Nancy Green, Concerned Citizen 
Henry Booker, Chatt-Flint RDC 
David Dyer, Wireless Communications Consultant 
Jennifer Blackburn, Attorney, Verizon Wireless 
 
OPENING: 
 
All in attendance were welcomed by Chairman Richard Wolfe.   

Invocation – Commissioner Buck Davis 
 
Commissioner Buck Davis was recognized by Chairman Wolfe and asked to 

pronounce the invocation. 

Pledge of Allegiance: 
 
Commissioner Davis led those present in reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the United States of America. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA / MINUTES: 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
 



Commissioner Jones made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

Commissioner Davis seconded.  Unanimous. 

Approval of Minutes:  
 
Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 

3, 2009 regular meeting.  Commissioner English seconded.  Unanimous. 

PEOPLE TO ADDRESS THE BOARD: 
 
- None. 
 
SPECIAL BUSINESS: 
 
Proclamation Honoring Anita Holle for Contributions to the Addition to 
the Ann & Doc McCluskey Tennis Center: 
 
Chairman Ricky Wolfe presented a proclamation to Ms. Anita Holle for 

her contributions to the sport of tennis including spearheading the 

successful fundraising drive, which brought in $500,000 for 

construction of four new clay courts at the McCluskey Tennis Center.  

Consideration of Amendments to Human Resources Policies & Procedures: 
 
Human Resources Director Lavelle Barnes proposed some amendments to the 

Human Resources Policies & Procedures for the Troup County employees. 

The amendments include FTA Substance Abuse, EEO discrimination and 

disciplinary policy procedures. Under the amendments, employees would 

be barred from conduct that reflects “discredit on the county and their 

assigned department.” Employees would also be barred from 

“intimidation, profanity or abusive language” toward the public or 

fellow employees. Commissioner Smith commented the county is possibly 

reaching a little too far and felt the proposed changes may violate 

employees’ First Amendment right to free speech.  He suggested the 

wording of the amendments be changed. Commissioner English urged 

caution in this matter. He felt employees sometimes can be provoked 

into a situation.  Commissioner Davis stated he approved the changes as 

written. Commissioner Jones indicated employees have expressed concerns 

about the proposed changes and wanted to continue the issue to next 

board meeting. Chairman Wolfe asked Commissioner Smith and Commissioner 

English to work with Human Resources Director Lavelle Barnes to revise 



the language. Commissioner Jones made a motion to continue the matter.  

Commissioner English seconded.  Unanimous. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
Commissioner Jones made a motion to go into public hearings.  

Commissioner Davis seconded.  Unanimous. 

Manufactured Home Placement Applications: 
 
1st Hearing - Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary 
 
Applicant: Oliver Jerald Simpson 
Location: Ike Davidson Road, West Point 
 
Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the application of Mr. Oliver 

Jerald Simpson of Ike Davidson Road in West Point for a placement of a 

manufactured home. The Board of Zoning Appeals & Planning Commission 

(BOZAPC) recommended approval by unanimous vote.  Chairman Wolfe asked 

if there was anyone who would like to speak in favor of or against the 

manufactured home placement application. No one responded. Commissioner 

Smith made a motion to approve the placement of a manufactured home. 

Commissioner English seconded. Unanimous.   

REZONING: 

- None. 

SUBDIVISIONS: 
 
1st Reading - Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary 
 
Whitten Acres, Preliminary & Final Plat 
Developer: Charles Whitten  
Location: Sims Road, Hogansville, 5 Lots 
 
Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the preliminary & final plats 

for Whitten Acres on Sims Road in Hogansville. The subdivision would be 

developed by Mr. Charles Whitten and would be composed of five lots 

ranging in size from 5.65 acres to 30.65 acres.  Chairman Wolfe asked 

if anyone in attendance would like to speak in favor or against the 

preliminary & final plats. No one responded. Commissioner Davis made a 

motion to approve the preliminary & final plats of Whitten Acres. 

Commissioner Smith seconded. Unanimous.   

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 



- None. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT:  
 
- None. 
 
OTHER: 
 
1st Reading - Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary 
 
Consideration of Text Amendments to Zoning Ordinance Related to 
Wireless Communications: 
 
Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the proposed text amendments 

to the zoning ordinance related to wireless communications. He covered 

such items as tower size and specifications as well as a provision for 

escrow accounts for wireless companies.   Chairman Wolfe asked if 

anyone in the audience would like to speak for or against the proposed 

text amendments.  Consultant David Dyer commended the staff on the due 

diligence work it had done and indicated his willingness to work with 

the staff and wireless industry to resolve issues and to ensure the 

best ordinance for Troup County is drafted.  Jennifer Blackburn, 

Attorney for Verizon Wireless, addressed industry concerns regarding 

the public hearing on the amounts to be deposited in escrow accounts as 

well as concerns about overregulation of tower co-locations.  

Commissioner Davis made a motion to continue the matter until it can be 

reviewed further.  Commissioner English seconded.  Unanimous. 

1st Reading - Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary 
 
Consideration of Amendment to Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Ordinance 
(2010-04): 
 
County Engineer James Emery reviewed the proposed amendment to the soil 

erosion and sedimentation ordinance.  The matter was discussed in 

detail at the last Board Work Session.  Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone 

in the audience would like to speak in favor of or against the proposed 

amendment.  No one responded.  Commissioner Jones made a motion to 

approve the proposed amendment.  Commissioner Smith seconded.  

Unanimous.   

Commissioner Davis made a motion to go back into regular meeting.  

Commissioner Jones seconded.  Unanimous. 



ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Jones made a 

motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Smith seconded.  Unanimous. 

  
 
 
 
Richard Wolfe, Chairman 
 
 
Attest: 
 Stewart P. Mills, Clerk 


	PUBLIC HEARINGS:

