
MINUTES

Troup County Board of Commissioners

August 18, 2009

Troup County Government Center

Troup County Board of Commissioners Chairman Richard Wolfe called the 

meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

Board Members Present: News Media Present:

Richard Wolfe, Chairman      Judy Murphy, Troup County News
Richard English,Jr., Vice-Chairman Joel Martin, LaGrange Daily News
Ken Smith, Commissioner       David Woody, TV-33 
Buck Davis, Commissioner
Morris Jones, Commissioner
                               
Staff Present:

Mike Dobbs, County Manager
Jerry Willis, County Attorney
Tod Tentler, Parks & Rec Director, Assistant County Manager
Stewart Mills, Finance Officer / County Clerk
Cheryl May, Accounting Clerk
James Emery, County Engineer
Nancy Seegar, County Planner
Scott Turk, Zoning Administrator
Valerie West, Executive Assistant 
Don Howell, Assistant Parks & Recreation Director

Others Present:

Gloria Livingston, Concerned Citizen
Mel Jastram, Concerned Citizen
Bill & Ellen Gilmore, Concerned Citizens
Nancy Green, Concerned Citizen
Melinda Adams, Rezoning Applicant
Robby and Sandy Wright, Special Use Applicants
Frankie Hadden, Concerned Citizen
Amy Snowberger, Concerned Citizen
Lewis Davis, Concerned Citizen

OPENING:

All in attendance were welcomed by Chairman Richard Wolfe.  

Invocation – Reverend Kathy Lamon – Associate Pastor for First United 
Methodist Church: 

Reverend Kathy Lamon of First United Methodist Church was recognized by 

Chairman Wolfe and asked to pronounce the invocation.

Pledge of Allegiance:

Commissioner Davis led those present in reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the United States of America.



APPROVAL OF AGENDA / MINUTES:

Approval of Agenda:

Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

Commissioner Jones seconded.  Unanimous.

Approval of Minutes:

Commissioner Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 

4, 2009 regular meeting.  Commissioner Smith seconded.  Unanimous.

PEOPLE TO ADDRESS THE BOARD:

- None.

SPECIAL BUSINESS:

Recognition of Parks & Recreation Boys Youth Baseball Teams:

Assistant County Manager Tod Tentler and Mr. Kerry Whaley recognized 

the boys’ youth baseball teams for their outstanding achievements. This 

is the first time county teams in all age groups from 9 to 15 year olds 

won state championships and all represented Troup County in the Dixie 

Youth World Series.  The team of 9 and 10 years olds won the Dixie 

Youth World Series for their age group.  Mr. Tentler gave a special 

thanks to all coaches, volunteers and staff for their exemplary 

leadership and to the young men for their outstanding participation and 

achievements.   

Consideration of Troup County Emergency Management Position:

Assistant County Manager Tod Tentler announced Captain Dennis Knight 

has been filling the county Emergency Management position since May. 

He requested that Captain Knight be formally appointed as county 

director of Emergency Management.  Commissioner Davis made a motion to 

appoint Captain Dennis Knight as Director of Troup County Emergency 

Management. Commissioner Smith seconded. Unanimous. The appointment 

must now be ratified by the Georgia Emergency Management Agency. 

Presentation of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting Award:

County Manager Mike Dobbs announced that Troup County has been selected 

to receive the Government Finance Officers Association Certificate of 

Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for its comprehensive 



annual financial report for fiscal year ended June 30, 2008.  The 

Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of recognition in 

governmental accounting and financial reporting.  Mr. Dobbs thanked 

county accounting staff members, Mr. Stewart Mills, Ms. Sonya Conroy 

and Ms. Cheryl May and auditors, Ms. Melissa Pittman and Ms. Susan 

Black, their outstanding contributions to the county being awarded the 

Certificate of Achievement. 

Consideration of Center for Strategic Planning & Workforce Development 
Funding:

Chairman Ricky Wolfe discussed the need for a Troup County Center of 

Strategic Planning that will focus on the county’s 14.6% unemployment 

rate, one of the highest in Georgia.  “The timing is of great urgency,” 

Chairman Wolfe said.  “We simply cannot continue to run high 

unemployment levels in Troup County...Job creation and opportunities 

are the highest priority.”   Chairman Wolfe indicated he raised $35K of 

the center’s estimated $100K budget from nine of the county’s major 

nongovernmental institutions.  In addition, City of LaGrange has 

committed $45K and City of Hogansville has committed $5K. The primary 

focus of the center will be work force development to help Troup County 

residents to find jobs posted on the website operated by the center. 

Chairman Wolfe requested the county commit $30K to the Troup County 

Center for Strategic Planning.  Commissioner English made motion to 

approve $30K for funding the center. Commissioner Jones seconded. The 

motion passed on a 3-to-1 vote.  Commissioner Smith cast the only 

dissenting vote.  

Consideration of Budget Amendment for Stimulus Funding for Senior Meals:

Assistant County Manager Tod Tentler announced the County has been 

awarded a stimulus funding grant of $30,704 for senior meals.  He 

requested a budget amendment be approved to include $30,704 in revenues 

of stimulus grant funding that would be offset by a like amount in 

elderly program expenditures.  Commissioner Davis made a motion to 



approve the budget amendment of $30,704 for senior meals.  Commissioner 

Jones seconded.  Unanimous.   

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

Commissioner English made a motion to go into public hearings. 

Commissioner Smith seconded.  Unanimous.  Chairman Wolfe announced that 

during public hearings, comments from those in attendance were welcomed.

REZONING:

Zoning Administrator Scott Turk reminded the commissioners of the six 

standards for evaluating rezoning applications. 

2nd Review – Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary:

Melinda Adams - Agricultural to Manufactured Home Park
.905 Acre Parcel Fronting on 247 S. Glenn Road:

Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the application by Ms. 

Melinda Adams to rezone a .905 acre parcel fronting on 247 S. Glenn 

Road from Agricultural to Manufactured Home Park for expansion of 

existing manufactured home park. Zoning Administrator Turk informed the 

commissioners the applicant had a related variance request from current 

standards approved by the Board of Zoning Appeals/Planning Commission 

pending approval of the rezoning request. Chairman Wolfe asked if 

anyone in attendance who would like to speak for or against the 

rezoning application. Ms. Melinda Adams, rezoning applicant, spoke in 

favor of the request citing her efforts to improve the home park by 

adding the requested parcel.   She stated the manufactured home park 

has many long-time residents reflecting the stability and desirability 

of living in the park.  Ms. Nancy Green spoke against the rezoning 

stating it goes against the comprehensive plan which now requires 

manufactured home parks be at least 10 acres.  Commissioner English 

questioned how one mobile home could be that detrimental to a 

community. Commissioner Davis commented he felt the rezoning change 

would serve to create problems now and in the future.  Commissioner 

Davis made a motion to deny the rezoning request. Commissioner Jones 

seconded. Commissioners Davis, Jones and Smith voted in favor of the 



motion to deny. Commissioner English voted against the motion. The 

motion to deny Ms. Adams’ rezoning request passed on a 3-to-1 vote.

1  st   Review – No Vote Necessary:  

Charles Whitten – Single-Family Medium Density to Agricultural 
Residential 
60.22 +/- Acre Parcel Fronting at 1396 & 1446 Sims Road, Hogansville:

Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the application by Charles 

Whitten to rezone a 60.22 +/- acre parcel fronting at 1396 & 1446 Sims 

Road, Hogansville from Single-Family Medium Density to Agricultural 

Residential. The purpose of the rezoning request was to subdivide the 

land into five lots.  Lots would range in size from 5 acres and up. 

The Board of Zoning Appeals and Planning Commission (BOZAPC) 

unanimously recommended approval with all eight members voting in 

favor. Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone in attendance would like to speak 

for or against the rezoning application.  No one responded.  Since this 

was the first review of the rezoning request, it was for information 

purposes; no vote was required at that time. 

Subdivisions:

- None.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

- None.

MANAGER’S REPORT: 

- None

SPECIAL USE:

Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary:

Applicant: Sandy Wright 
Location:  420 Ginger Circle
Request: Special Use to Operate a Childcare-Family Daycare Business (up 
to 6 children

Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the request by Ms. Sandy 

Wright to operate a Childcare-Family Daycare Business (for up to 6 

children) at 420 Ginger Circle.  The Board of Zoning Appeals & Planning 

Commission (BOZAPC) recommended denial because of a petition of 41 

signatures that was presented along with a letter from Ms. Frankie 



Hadden who lives next door to the Wrights. Chairman Wolfe asked if 

there was anyone that would like to speak in favor of the special use 

request. Robby and Sandy Wright spoke in favor. Ms. Wright stated she 

has 3 children of her own and one of the reasons for starting a daycare 

business is because she and her husband were laid off from their jobs. 

The daycare business was their sole source of income. At this time, Ms. 

Wright currently is keeping 4 children. Ms. Amy Snowberger spoke in 

favor of Ms. Wright’s daycare business; Ms. Wright is currently taking 

care of Ms. Snowberger’s child.  Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would 

like to speak in opposition to the special use request. Next door 

neighbor, Ms. Frankie Hadden stated she lives in a quiet neighborhood 

at 418 Ginger Circle and doesn’t want a lot of additional traffic.  Ms. 

Hadden commented Ms. Wright having posted an advertising sign, the 

Wrights would create a demand for more kids and more traffic. 

Commissioner English commented this is a special use request and is not 

a zoning change and doesn’t see a problem. Ms. Hadden stated when the 

sign was posted that’s where the problem started. Commissioner English 

asked Ms. Hadden if keeping 6 kids would create a problem in the 

neighborhood and whether the sign specified special use or zoning. Ms. 

Hadden responded she was not sure what was on the sign. County Planner 

Nancy Seegar answered that it specified special use only. Commissioner 

Smith commented that they should set up a meeting with the community 

and both parties have facts about the kids. Mr. Smith asked Ms. Wright 

if she would be willing to have a meeting with the neighbors. Ms. 

Wright responded yes. Chairman Wolfe requested that in the future Ms. 

Seegar and Mr. Scott Turk encourage special use applicants have meeting 

with neighbors before the advertising signs are put up. Commissioner 

Smith made a motion to continue the matter until after a meeting with 

the commissioners, the Wrights and the neighbors can be held. 

Commissioner Jones seconded.  Unanimous. 

OTHER:

2  nd   Public Hearing-Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary:  



Consideration of Impact Fee Capital Improvement Element Resolution and 
Consideration of Impact Fee Ordinance:

Zoning Administrator Scott Turk outlined the next steps in the Impact 

Fee Program which would be adoption of the Impact Fee Capital 

Improvement Element (CIE) resolution followed by adoption of the Impact 

Fee Ordinance.  Chairman Wolfe asked if the resolution and the 

ordinance were in the commissioners’ agenda packets for the board to 

review. Since the ordinance was not available in the packets, 

Commissioner Davis made a motion to continue adoption of both the 

resolution and ordinance to the next meeting.  Commissioner Jones 

seconded.  Unanimous. 

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Jones made a 

motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Smith seconded.  Unanimous.

Richard Wolfe, Chairman

Attest:
Stewart P. Mills, Clerk
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