
 

 

MINUTES 

 

Troup County Board of Commissioners 

 

June 7, 2011 

  

Troup County Government Center Building 

 

Troup County Board of Commissioners Chairman Richard Wolfe called the 

meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Board Members Present:   News Media Present: 

 

Richard Wolfe, Chairman   Matthew Strother, Valley Times 

Morris Jones, Vice-Chairman        Matt Chambers, LaGrange Daily News 

Buck Davis, Commissioner       Judy Murphy, Troup County News 

Richard English, Commissioner        

Ken Smith, Commissioner   

                                      

Staff Present: 

 

Mike Dobbs, County Manager 

Tod Tentler, Assistant County Manager / Parks & Recreation Director 

Stewart Mills, Finance Officer / County Clerk 

Jerry Willis, County Attorney 

Cheryl May, Accounting Clerk 

Andy Harper, Zoning Technician 

Chad Mann, Sergeant, Sheriff’s Office 

Don Howell, Assistant Parks & Recreation Director 

Sonya Conroy, Accounting Technician / Deputy Clerk 

Dexter Wells, Warden 

Celeste Garrett, Extension Agent 

Kay Durand, Executive Director, Center for Strategic Planning 

Donny Turner, Sheriff 

Jerry Heard, Fire Chief 

James Emery, County Engineer 

Harold Edmondson, Senior Deputy Bldg Official 

Valerie West, Executive Assistant 

Nancy Seegar, County Planner 

 

Others Present: 

 

Bill & Ellen Gilmore, Concerned Citizens 

Tommy Callaway, Concerned Citizen 

Ken Ragan, Concerned Citizen 

Steve Stark, Concerned Citizen  

Jeff Lindsey, Rezoning Applicant 

Andy Camp, Rezoning Applicant Representative 

 

OPENING: 

 

Chairman Richard Wolfe welcomed all in attendance.   

Invocation – Minister Anthony Hixon - Church of Christ, Seale, AL:  

 

Minister Anthony Hixon, Church of Christ in Seale, AL, was recognized 

by Chairman Wolfe and asked to pronounce the invocation. 

Pledge of Allegiance: 

 



Commissioner Davis led those present in reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the United States of America. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA / MINUTES: 

 

Approval of Agenda: 

 

Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

Commissioner English seconded.  Unanimous. 

Approval of Minutes:  

 

Commissioner English made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 

17, 2011 regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners.  Commissioner 

Jones seconded.  Unanimous.  

PEOPLE TO ADDRESS THE BOARD: 

- None. 

SPECIAL BUSINESS: 

 

Recognition of Employees, Departments & Agencies for Response to April 

27, 2011 Tornadoes/Thunderstorms (Resolution 2011-22): 

 

Chairman Wolfe recognized employees, departments & agencies for their 

quick response and outstanding work related to the April 27th tornadoes 

and thunderstorms. Chairman Wolfe presented a resolution that 

officially recognizes and expresses heartfelt appreciation to all the 

agencies and volunteers who provided assistance to the residents 

affected by the tornadoes/thunderstorms. 

Consideration of Lease Agreement for Building at 1128 O.G. Skinner 

Drive, West Point: 

 

Assistant County Manager Tod Tentler presented a five-year lease 

agreement for building at 1128 O.G. Skinner Drive. The building will be 

used by Parks and Recreation. Commissioner English made a motion to 

approve the lease agreement. Commissioner Jones seconded. Unanimous.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

Commissioner Jones made a motion to go into public hearings.  

Commissioner Smith seconded.  Unanimous. 

Rezoning: 

Senior Building Official Harold Edmondson reminded the commissioners of 

the six standards to use when considering rezoning requests. 



2nd Reading – Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary 

Jeff Lindsey Comm. Inc. – Agricultural Residential to Single-Family 

Medium Density  

38 Acre parcel Located at Mountville-Hogansville Road and Hines Road 

 

Senior Building & Zoning Official Harold Edmondson presented the 

application by Mr. Jeff Lindsey Comm. Inc. to rezone 38-acre parcel 

located at Mountville-Hogansville Road and Hines Road from agricultural 

residential to single-family medium density. According to zoning 

standards, his 3,000 square-foot and larger homes must be built on at 

least 2 acres when zoned agricultural residential. Mr. Lindsey would 

like to keep the eight lots on road frontage at 2 acres and interior 

lots would be 1-acre to 1.5-acre lots. This would allow him to build 30 

homes rather than 18 if the 2-acre minimum is enforced. Chairman Wolfe 

asked if anyone would like to speak for or against the rezoning 

application. Mr. Jeff Lindsey and Mr. Andy Camp provided additional 

information to support the rezoning application.  Mr. Mark Rogers spoke 

in opposition and reminded the commissioners of a petition signed by 

residents who live in the vicinity and oppose the proposed rezoning.  

He stated that the proposed rezoning was in direct conflict with the 

comprehensive plan that requires 2-acre lots (minimum) in single-family 

medium density zoning areas. Commissioner Davis made a motion to deny 

the rezoning application. Commissioner Jones seconded. Commissioners 

Davis, Jones and Smith voted in favor of the motion to deny.  

Commissioner English voted against the motion to deny.  The motion to 

deny the rezoning passed on a 3-to-1 vote.   

Subdivisions: 

- None.  

Other: 

No Vote Necessary 

Review of Proposed FY 2012 Budget: 

County Manager Mike Dobbs presented the proposed FY 2012 budget which 

calls for a General Fund balanced budget of $37,447,410. This is 

approximately $1 million less than the approved FY 2011 General Fund 



budget. The proposed budget includes 2 new employees; one each in the 

district attorney’s office and in the public defender’s office. The 

costs of these new employees would be shared with other counties in the 

judicial circuit.  Commissioner English expressed concerns about 

additional spending in the courts when other departments have cut their 

budgets. Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would like to comment on the 

budget. Mr. Steve Stark and Mr. Bill Gilmore commented on the budget.  

Mr. Stark urged the commissioners to look at further cutting personnel 

costs to equal 60 percent of the average of the past three years’ 

revenues. He added that budgeted expenditures should also be reduced to 

provide a $500K contingency fund to cover unforeseen expenditures.  

Since this was the first public hearing no action was required at this 

time.    

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

- None. 

MANAGER’S REPORT: 

- None.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PERSONNEL MATTER: 

Commissioner Davis made a motion to go into Executive Session to 

discuss a personnel matter. Commissioner English seconded. Unanimous. 

MEETING REOPENED: 

Following the Executive Session, Commissioner Davis made a motion to go 

back into public meeting. Commissioner Smith seconded. Unanimous. 

Chairman Wolfe announced that during Executive Session, the 

commissioners discussed a personnel matter and no action was required 

at this time.  

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Smith made a 

motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Jones seconded. Unanimous. 

 

 

 

Richard Wolfe, Chairman 

 



 

Attest: 

 Stewart P. Mills, Clerk 


