
 
 

MINUTES 
 

Troup County Board of Commissioners 
 

May 15, 2012 
  

Troup County Government Center  
 

Troup County Board of Commissioners Chairman Richard Wolfe called the 

meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Board Members Present:   News Media Present: 
 
Richard Wolfe, Chairman            Matthew Strother, LaG Daily News 
Buck Davis, Vice-Chairman          Tommy Camp, Troup County News 
Ken Smith, Commissioner            Trey Wood, Valley News  
Morris Jones, Commissioner     
Richard English, Commissioner 
                       
Staff Present: 
 
Mike Dobbs, County Manager 
Tod Tentler, Assistant County Manager 
Jerry Willis, County Attorney 
Valerie West, Executive Assistant 
Andy Harper, GIS Technician 
Scott Turk, Finance Officer / County Clerk 
Cheryl May, Accounting/ Deputy Clerk 
Sonya Conroy, Acct Tech/ Deputy Clerk 
Janice Copeland, Admin Clerk 
Valerie Heard, Human Resources Director 
Nancy Seegar, County Planner 
Jerry Heard, Chief 
Dexter Wells, Warden 
Donny Turner, Sheriff 
Shane Frailey, Captain 
Jackie Taylor, Clerk of Court 
Vickie Sue McWaters, Magistrate Court Judge 
Toya Duffey, Chief Deputy Clerk 
Jeanette Little, State Court Judge 
Markette Baker, Solicitor 
 
Others Present: 
 
Nancy Green, Concerned Citizen 
Tommy Callaway, Concerned Citizen 
Bill & Ellen Gilmore, Concerned Citizens 
Tim Duffey, Concerned Citizen 
Ken Ragan, Concerned Citizen 
Gerald Sweet, Rezoning Applicant 
Tommy Callaway, Concerned Citizen 
Jean Miller, Rezoning Applicant 
 
OPENING: 

Chairman Richard Wolfe welcomed all in attendance.   

Invocation – Dr. Douglas DeCelle, First Presbyterian Church:  



Dr. Douglas DeCelle of First Presbyterian Church was recognized by 

Chairman Wolfe and asked to pronounce the invocation. 

Pledge of Allegiance: 

Commissioner Buck Davis led those present in reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the United States of America. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA / MINUTES: 

Approval of Agenda: 

Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the final agenda. 

Commissioner Jones seconded.  Unanimous. 

Approval of Minutes: 

Commissioner English made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 

17, 2012 regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners.  Commissioner 

Jones seconded. Unanimous.  

PEOPLE TO ADDRESS THE BOARD: 

- None. 

SPECIAL BUSINESS: 
 
Discussion & Consideration of Mental Illness Collaborative: 
 
LaGrange Chief of Police Lou Dekmar discussed community collaborative 

on mental illness. Mr. Dekmar explained how every 48 hours Law 

Enforcement agencies in Troup County receive a call to respond to 

someone suffering from mental illness. In January of 2011, a Point-In 

Time Survey was conducted in Troup County, 458 surveys were completed 

by people participating in services geared to help those having 

social/economic problems. At that time, 238 were homeless, 82 suffered 

mental illness, 19 were receiving mental health or substance abuse and 

12 reported being discharged from a mental health hospital. Mr. Dekmar 

recommend an effective way to deal with mental illness is to offer a 

treatment plan monitored by a case manger to work with the courts and  

be able to provide treatment, support, would establish links with 

community-based services, provide monitoring and oversight of the 

various aspects of treatment plans. The case manager will work closely 

with probation officers, staff of Pathways and other Mental Health 



Service Centers to develop long-term plans to remain healthy in the 

community. The overall process is to evaluate the people to keep them 

from sitting in jail and to develop long-term plans to remain healthy 

in the community. Ms. Kay Hill of Pathways, Public Defender Marc Acree 

and Sheriff Donny Turner and other members of the court have discussed 

and recommended this also. The total for a case manager would be 62k. 

Mr. Dekmar is asking for Troup County to fund ½ but could possibly be 

less if Hogansville and West Point choose to participate.     

Employee Service Awards for 1ST Quarter 2012: 
 
Chairman Wolfe recognized the following individuals during the employee 

service award ceremony: 

- Twenty-Five Years of Service 
 
Chief Magistrate Judge Vickie Sue McWaters, Magistrate Court 
Firefighter Brian Johnson, Fire Department 
Firefighter Thomas Ussery, Fire Department 
 
- Twenty Years of Service 
 
Court Administrator Michelle Bowman, Juvenile Court 
 
- Fifteen Years of Service 
 
Commissioner Buck Davis, BOC 
Captain (Sheriff) Marty Reeves,Jr. , Jail 
Landfill Supervisor Hamp Little, Jr., Sanitation 
 
- Ten Years of Service 
 
Deputy Clerk Rebecca Oubre, Clerk of Court 
Sergeant Everette Brockington, Sheriff 
Correctional Sergeant Norman Frazier, PWC 
 
- Five Years of Service 
 
Commission Chairman Richard C. Wolfe, BOC 
Payroll/Benefit Clerk Imogene Pannell, BOC 
*Correctional Sergeant Jeanette Johnson, Work Release 
Detention Officer William Maddox, Jail 
 
*Employees unable to attend the awards presentation. 
 
Consideration of Resolution to Confirm Scott Turk as County Clerk & 
Sonya Conroy and Cheryl May as Deputy Clerks: (2012-21) 
 
County Manager Mike Dobbs presented a resolution to confirm Scott Turk 

as County Clerk and Sonya Conroy and Cheryl May as Deputy Clerks. 

Commissioner English made a motion to approve the resolution. 

Commissioner Jones seconded. Unanimous.   



Consideration of Airport Resolution for Easement Acquisition: (2012-22)  
 
County Manger Mike Dobbs presented a resolution for authorization to 

accept GDOT contract for land and easement acquisition phase IV to 

protect Runway 13/31 approaches and certification of funding. Troup 

County will receive an amount of $1,321,848 Georgia Department of 

Transportation contract. The GDOT Contract requires $34,222.69 in local 

matching funds to complete this project estimated to cost a total of 

$1,356,070.69. Commissioner Jones made a motion to approve the 

resolution for easement acquisition. Commissioner Smith seconded. 

Unanimous.  

Consideration of Resolution Supporting Study for LaGrange to Macon 
Corridor: (2012-23) 
 
County Engineer James Emery presented a resolution supporting study for 

LaGrange to Macon Corridor. The Georgia Department of Transportation 

2010–2050 Freight Study identified a Macon to LaGrange corridor project 

as the highest Urban Bypass project and further identified the corridor 

as having the highest Return on Investment for Highway Corridor 

Projects. Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the resolution 

supporting study for LaGrange to Macon Corridor. Commissioner Jones 

seconded. Unanimous.  

Consideration of Intergovernmental Agreement and Memorandum of 
Agreement Related to the State Patrol Building Project: 
 
County Manager Mike Dobbs presented intergovernmental agreement and 

memorandum of agreement (two agreements) to the State Patrol Building 

Project. The Intergovernmental agreement is between Troup County and 

Georgia Department of Transportation for the purpose of Troup County to 

build a facility for housing the headquarters and barracks for Georgia 

State Patrol Post 2. The memorandum of agreement is between the Georgia 

Department of Public Safety, Georgia Department of Transportation and 

Troup County to move forward with the process. Chairman Wolfe 

questioned where the funds would come from. Mr. Dobbs commented the 

funds came from revenue received from drug fines. Chairman asked for 

clarifications to be made and put into the agreement stating where the 



funds were coming from. Commissioner Davis made a motion pending the 

clarifications are made to the agreement. Commissioner Smith seconded. 

Unanimous.       

Consideration of June Meeting Schedule: 
 
County Manager Mike Dobbs announced the upcoming schedule for June work 

session will be June 8th and regular meeting June 12th. The next June 

work session will be June 22nd and regular meeting June 26th.   

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

- None.  

Rezoning: 

County Planner Nancy Seegar reminded the commissioners of the six 

standards for evaluating rezoning applications.  

(Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary) 

Jean Miller - Single Family Medium Density to General Industrial  
3 Acre Parcel located at 109 Old Pyne Road APN-080-2-000-066 
 
County Planner Nancy Seegar presented the application by Ms. Jean 

Miller to rezone a 3 acre parcel located at 109 Old Pyne Road from 

Single Family Medium Density to General Industrial. The Board of Zoning 

and Appeals (BOZAP) recommended approval with conditions: Hours of 

operation be limited to between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday thru Saturday 

and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday, no use that produces excessive noise, 

odor, dust or light, lighting should not be directed toward any 

adjacent property and no use that causes congestion of traffic. 

Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of or 

against the rezoning application. Realtor Ben Yates spoke in favor. A 

resident in the area of Pine Road expressed concerns of the rezoning.   

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the rezoning with the above 

conditions. Commissioner English seconded. Unanimous.  

(1st Reading- No Vote Necessary) 

Gerald Sweet – General Commercial to Single Family Medium Density 
6.1 Acre Parcel located at 455 Cooley Road - APN-051-4-000-018 
 
County Planner Nancy Seegar presented the application by Mr. Gerald 

Sweet to rezone a 6.1 acre parcel located at 455 Cooley Road from 



General Commercial to Single Family Medium Density. Chairman Wolfe 

asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of or against the rezoning 

application. No one responded. Since this was the first hearing no vote 

was required at that time.  

Other: 
 
Subdivisions: 

- None. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

- None. 

MANAGER’S REPORT: 

- None.  

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Jones made a 

motion to adjourn. Commissioner Davis seconded. Unanimous.  

 

 

______________________________ 
Richard Wolfe, Chairman 
 
 
Attest: ______________________ 
        G.S. Turk, Clerk 
 


