
 

 

MINUTES 

 

Troup County Board of Commissioners 

 

March 15, 2011 

  

Troup County Government Center Building 

 

Troup County Board of Commissioners Chairman Richard Wolfe called the 

meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Board Members Present:   News Media Present: 

 

Richard Wolfe, Chairman   David Woody, TV 33 

Morris Jones, Vice-Chairman        Judy Murphy, Troup County News   

Ken Smith, Commissioner       Joel Martin, LaGrange Daily 

Buck Davis, Commissioner   Matthew Strother, Valley News  

Richard English, Commissioner       

                                      

Staff Present: 

 

Mike Dobbs, County Manager 

Tod Tentler, Assistant County Manager / Parks & Recreation Director 

Cheryl May, Accounting Clerk 

Diana Evans, Purchasing Director  

Stewart Mills, Finance Officer / County Clerk 

Jerry Willis, County Attorney 

Andy Harper, Zoning Technician 

James Emery, County Engineer 

Harold Edmondson, Senior Deputy Bldg Official 

Valerie West, Executive Assistant 

 

Others Present: 

 

Bill & Ellen Gilmore, Concerned Citizens 

Tommy Callaway, Concerned Citizen 

Tommy Lanier, Rezoning Applicant 

Nancy Green, Concerned Citizen 

Mike & Glenda Waller, Concerned Citizens 

Billy Moore, Concerned Citizen 

Ken Ragan, Concerned Citizen 

Wesley Smith, Concerned Citizen 

Sandra Harrington, Concerned Citizen 

Chris Brown, Concerned Citizen 

Johnny Walton, Rezoning Applicant 

Eddie Bartlett, Concerned Citizen 

 

OPENING: 

 

Chairman Richard Wolfe welcomed all in attendance.   

Invocation – Senior Pastor Rickey Bolden - New Community Church: 

 

Senior Pastor Rickey Bolden of New Community Church was recognized by 

Chairman Wolfe and asked to pronounce the invocation. 

Pledge of Allegiance: 

 



Commissioner Davis led those present in reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the United States of America. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA / MINUTES: 

 

Approval of Agenda: 

 

Commissioner Jones made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

Commissioner English seconded.  Unanimous. 

Approval of Minutes:  

 

Commissioner English made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 

1, 2011 regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners.  Commissioner 

Smith seconded.  Unanimous.  

PEOPLE TO ADDRESS THE BOARD: 

- None. 

SPECIAL BUSINESS: 

 

Consideration of Insurance Bids: 

Purchasing Director Diana Evans announced the bid specifications were 

provided to all interested parties. The two insurance companies who bid 

on property and casualty for one year effective March 20
th
 were 

Hutchinson Traylor/ Travelers at $349,999 and Mallory Agency/One Beacon 

at $452,375. Commissioner Jones made a motion for the bid award to go 

to Hutchinson Traylor the low bidder. Commissioner Smith seconded. 

Unanimous.   

Consideration of Contact Change in Substance Abuse Policy: 

Assistant County Manager Tod Tentler announced there was a policy 

contact change due to retirement of Ms. Lavelle Barnes. The new contact 

will be Ms. Wanda Bhachech of Human Resources. Commissioner English 

made a motion to approve the contact change in Substance Abuse Policy. 

Commissioner Jones seconded. Unanimous. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to go into public hearings. 

Commissioner Jones seconded. Unanimous.  

Special Use: 

- None. 



Rezoning: 

Building & Zoning Harold Edmondson reminded the commissioners of the 

six zoning standards. 

1st Reading – No Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary 

Thomas L. Lanier, Jr. – Agricultural / Residential to Limited 

Commercial 

2.19 Acre Parcel Fronting on Pleasant Grove Church 

Senior Deputy Building Official Harold Edmondson presented the 

application by Mr. Thomas L. Lanier, Jr. for a 2.19 acre parcel 

fronting on Pleasant Grove Church to be rezoned from Agricultural / 

Residential to Limited Commercial for a proposed commercial 

establishment. Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would like to speak in 

favor of or against the rezoning application. Mr. Joel Upchurch, Mr. 

Tommy Lanier and Mr. Chris Brown spoke in favor. Mr. Billy Moore, of 

509 Salem Road, spoke against the rezoning because he wants to stop 

commercialization of the Rosemont area. Mr. Eddie Bartlett stated all 

the residents in the surrounding area are opposed to this rezoning. Mr. 

Bartlett presented a petition of 125 signatures that are against the 

rezoning. Chairman Wolfe commented that he encouraged all interested 

parties to reach a compromise on the matter and suggested a public 

meeting be held within the community. Since this was the first hearing 

no vote was required at this time.  

1st Reading – No Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary 

Johnny Walton – Single Family Medium Density to General Commercial  

1 Acre Parcel Fronting at 81 Billings Road  

Senior Deputy Building Official Harold Edmondson presented the 

application by Johnny Walton for 1 acre parcel fronting at 81 Billings 

Road to rezone from Single Family Medium Density to General Commercial 

for the purpose of a restaurant. Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would 

like to speak in favor of or against the rezoning. Ms. Ellen Gilmore 

spoke against the rezoning that this violated all six of zoning 

standards. Mr. Johnny Walton commented the building has been empty for 

the last 15 to 20 years. Mr. Zack Johnson, who intends to lease the 



building, commented he will not be selling wine or malt beverages.  

Since this was the first hearing no vote was required at this time.  

Subdivisions: 

- None. 

Other: 

- None.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

- None. 

MANAGER’S REPORT: 

- None.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS BOARD APPOINTMENTS AND PROPERTY 

AQUISITION: 

 

Commissioner English made a motion to go into Executive Session to 

discuss board appointments and property acquisition. Commissioner Smith 

seconded. Unanimous.  

MEETING REOPENED: 

At the end of the Executive Session, Commissioner English made a motion 

to reconvene in regular meeting. Commissioner Smith seconded. 

Unanimous. Chairman Wolfe announced that property acquisition was 

discussed and no action was taken at this time. Chairman Wolfe 

indicated the commissioners had reviewed and were prepared to take 

action on board appointments. 

Three Rivers Regional Commission: 

Mr. Tom McLaughlin would be appointed to a one-year unexpired term 

ending 12/31/2011. 

Three Rivers Regional Commission - Regional Important Resources (RIR) 

Planning Advisory Council: 

 

Ms. Nancy Seegar and Mr. Alton West would be appointed as advisors to 

the Three Rivers Regional Commission.  

Parks & Recreation Commission: 

Mr. Michael Stogner would be appointed with the term to be determined 

by vote of the Parks & Recreation Commission. 



Commissioner English made a motion to approve appointment of the slate 

of candidates listed above. Commissioner Smith seconded. Unanimous.  

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Jones made a 

motion to adjourn.  Commissioner English seconded.  Unanimous. 

 

 

 

Richard Wolfe, Chairman 

 

 

Attest: 

 Stewart P. Mills, Clerk 


