
MINUTES 
 

Troup County Board of Commissioners 
 

January 5, 2010 
  

Troup County Government Center Building 
 

Troup County Board of Commissioners Chairman Richard Wolfe called the 

meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Board Members Present:   News Media Present: 
 
Richard Wolfe, Chairman   Joel Martin, LaGrange Daily News 
Richard English, Vice-Chairman     Judy Murphy, Troup County News   
Ken Smith, Commissioner    Matthew Strother, Valley News 
Morris Jones, Commissioner  David Woody, TV 33  
Buck Davis, Commissioner           Annie McCallum, Columbus Ledger 
                              
Staff Present: 
 
Mike Dobbs, County Manager 
Tod Tentler, Assistant County Manager/ Parks & Recreation Director 
Stewart Mills, Finance Officer / County Clerk 
Jerry Willis, County Attorney 
James Emery, County Engineer 
Cheryl May, Accounting Clerk 
Scott Turk, Zoning Administrator 
Valerie West, Executive Assistant to Board of Commissioners 
Janice Copeland, Administrative Assistant to Board of Commissioners 
 
Others Present: 
 
Ellen Gilmore, Concerned Citizen 
Carol Brown, Rezoning Applicant 
Barbara Hembree, Manufactured Home Placement Applicant 
Justin Pannell, Manufactured Home Placement Applicant 
Dennis Mitchell, Rezoning Applicant 
 
OPENING: 
 
Chairman Richard Wolfe welcomed all in attendance.   

Invocation – Dr. Quincy Brown – Chaplain of LaGrange College: 
 
Dr. Quincy Brown, Chaplain of LaGrange College, was recognized by 

Chairman Wolfe and asked to pronounce the invocation. 

Pledge of Allegiance: 
 
Commissioner Davis led those present in reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the United States of America. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA / MINUTES: 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
 
Commissioner English made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

Commissioner Smith seconded.  Unanimous. 



Approval of Minutes:  
 
Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 

15, 2009 regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners.  Commissioner 

Smith seconded.  Unanimous.  

PEOPLE TO ADDRESS THE BOARD: 
 
- None. 
 
SPECIAL BUSINESS: 
 
Election of Vice-Chairman:  
 
Chairman Wolfe made a motion to nominate Commissioner Smith as Vice-

Chairman for Calendar Year 2010. Commissioner English seconded. There 

were no other nominations. Commissioner Smith was elected Vice-Chairman 

by unanimous vote.  

Consideration of Amendment and Adoption of Resolution to Troup County’s 
Defined Benefit for Parks & Recreation: 
 
Assistant County Manager Tod Tentler presented an amendment and 

resolution to move pension monies earned by Parks & Recreation 

employees who have worked for both City of LaGrange and Troup County to 

combine their retirement pensions into one. All pension monies 

currently being held by GMA would be moved to ACCG at no cost to the 

county. The County Attorney’s Office has reviewed the amendment and 

resolution. Commissioner Davis made a motion to adopt the amendment and 

resolution to Troup County’s ACCG Defined Benefit Pension Program for 

Parks & Recreation employees. Commissioner Smith seconded.  Unanimous.   

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to go into public hearings. 

Commissioner English seconded.  Unanimous.  Chairman Wolfe announced 

that during the public hearings, comments from those in attendance were 

welcomed.   

OTHER: 
 
- None.  

 
REZONING: 
 



Zoning Administrator Scott Turk reminded the commissioners of the six 

standards for evaluating rezoning applications. 

2nd Hearing – Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary 

Dennis Mitchell - Single Family Medium Density to General Commercial 
2 Acre Parcel located at 147 Buck Smith Road, Hogansville 
 
Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the application by Mr. Dennis 

Mitchell to rezone a 2 acre parcel located at 147 Buck Smith Road, 

Hogansville from Single Family Medium Density to General Commercial for 

use as a cabinetry shop. Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would like to 

speak in favor of or against the rezoning application. The applicant, 

Mr. Dennis Mitchell, spoke in favor of the rezoning application.  No 

one spoke against the rezoning request. Commissioner Davis made a 

motion to approve the rezoning application. Commissioner Smith 

seconded. Unanimous.  

2nd Hearing – Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary 
 
Johnny & Carol Brown - General Commercial to Agricultural 
3.25 Acres located at 430 Johnson Road, Hogansville 
 
Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the application by Johnny & 

Carol Brown to rezone 3.25 acres located at 430 Johnson Road, 

Hogansville from General Commercial to Agricultural. The BBQ restaurant 

that previously was located on site is no longer in operation.  The 

applicants seek to rezone a single lot to allow for re-combination and 

reconfiguration with adjacent properties owned by applicant. Chairman 

Wolfe asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of or against the 

rezoning application. No one responded. Commissioner English made a 

motion to approve the rezoning application. Commissioner Davis 

seconded. Unanimous.    

2nd Hearing – Board of Commissioners Vote Necessary 
 
Melissa Phillips (for Eric Brandon Swanson)- Agricultural to 
Agricultural Residential  
5.069 Acre parcel located at 740 Floyd Road 

Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the application by Ms. 

Melissa Phillips (for Eric Swanson) for 5.069 acre parcel located at 

740 Floyd Road to rezone from Agricultural to Agricultural Residential. 



Board of Zoning Appeals Planning Commission (BOZAPC) recommended 

approval unanimously and the staff recommended disapproval. 

Commissioner English made a motion to approve the rezoning application. 

Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of or 

against the rezoning application.  No one responded. Commissioner 

English withdrew his motion after Commissioner Jones spoke of his 

concerns and made a new motion to continue the matter. Commissioner 

Davis seconded. Unanimous.    

Subdivisions: 
 
- None. 
  
OTHER: 

Manufactured Home Placement: 

2nd Hearing - Vote Necessary 
 
Applicant- Barbara Hembree 
Location: Hines Road 
 
Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the application by Ms. 

Barbara Hembree of Hines Road for placement of a manufactured home. The 

manufactured home will be moved from Willie Hodnett Road to Hines Road 

if approved. This home does not meet current manufactured home 

requirements. Mr. Turk commented the Troup County ordinance does not 

allow movement of homes more than 10 years old. Board of Zoning Appeals 

Planning Commission (BOZAPC) recommended approval. Chairman Wolfe asked 

if there was anyone who would like to speak for or against placement of 

manufactured home. Several residents of the community spoke of concerns 

about two wells that are on the property. They are not sure if the 

health department is aware that one of the wells is being used as a 

septic tank. Commissioner English made a motion to approve with the 

stipulation that the Health Department review and approve the septic 

tank system and wells for compliance. Commissioner Smith seconded. 

Unanimous.    

2nd Hearing - Vote Necessary 
 
Applicant- Justin Pannell 
Location: Robertson Road 



 
Zoning Administrator Scott Turk presented the application by Mr. Justin 

Pannell of Robertson Road for placement of a manufactured home. The 

Board of Zoning Appeals Planning Commission (BOZAPC) recommended 

approval. Chairman Wolfe asked if anyone would like to speak for or 

against placement of a manufactured home. The applicant, Mr. Justin 

Pannell spoke in favor of the request. No one spoke out against the 

matter. Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve placement of a 

manufactured home on Robertson Road. Commissioner Jones seconded. 

Unanimous.  

Commissioner Davis made a motion to exit public hearings and go back 

into regular meeting.  Commissioner Jones seconded.  Unanimous. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
- None. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
- None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner English made a 

motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Jones seconded.  Unanimous. 

 
 
 
 
Richard Wolfe, Chairman 
 
 
Attest: 
 Stewart P. Mills, Clerk 


