GUIDELINES FOR MEDIATION

I understand that I have been referred to mediation in an effort to reach an agreement in the issues of my case.  I am aware of my responsibility to make a good faith effort to discuss and attempt settlement of this case.  Should it be impossible, however, to reach an agreement through mediation, I understand that my case will then proceed in a regular fashion through the court process.

I further understand that the mediation services provided through the Coweta Judicial Circuit Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Program do not include legal or financial advice.  Therefore, I should not rely on the mediators for such advice or representation, but should seek it, as needed, through my attorney or a qualified, professional financial advisor.

I understand that the Coweta Judicial Circuit ADR Program, its Program Director and/or staff, the mediator or any observers are not responsible for the result of mediation.  I understand the mediation is confidential; therefore, I will not subpoena the mediators, the mediation coordinator, staff, observers, or any agents or employees thereof to testify regarding this mediation in the event of a subsequent action.  Likewise, I will not subpoena any document(s) generated in connection with the mediation.  I understand that this confidentiality does not extend to a situation in which there are threats of imminent violence to self or others; or the mediator reasonably believes that a child is abused or that the safety of any party or third person is in danger.

The parties agree that the mediator has the right to end the mediation at any time if the mediator feels that the case is inappropriate for mediation or that further discussions would not be helpful.  The parties affirm that by signing this agreement to mediate, they have the capacity to conduct good faith negotiations and make decisions for themselves, which includes deciding to terminate the mediation if necessary.
_________________________________    _____________________________________

Mediator                                                        Complainant

                                                                      _____________________________________

                                                                       Attorney for Complainant

_________________________________    _____________________________________

Observer                                                        Respondent

                                                                       ____________________________________

 Date: ____________________________    Attorney for Respondent
